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DataSearch User Manual  
 
 
Instructions 
DeZIM.fdz DataSearch is a metadata portal designed for research on integration and mi-
gration. The platform provides access to an extensive repository of metadata, including 
descriptions of studies, data files, variables, and questions, as well as associated down-
loadable materials (e.g., codebooks, questionnaires). In addition, it offers the oppor-
tunity to apply for access to full datasets. 
 
Welcome Page 
When you open DeZIM.fdz DataSearch, you will see the top navigation bar, the main 
search boxes and a list of available studies.  This handbook provides a detailed overview 
of these elements and explains how to use each section efficiently.  
 

 
 
 

1. Top Navigation Bar  
 
 The navigation bar is depicted at the top: 
 

 
 

• About: Provides an overview of DeZIM.fdz DataSearch, including its purpose.  
• Access: Outlines the available data access paths and explains the different levels 

of data anonymization (i.e., download, remote access, and onsite access). 
• Search: Serves as the central search interface for exploring studies, variables, 

data files, survey questions, and related metadata.  
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2. Main Search Boxes 

 

 
 

• Metadata Packages: Contains three metadata packages based on controlled vo-
cabularies. These provide standardized keywords (concepts), subject classifica-
tions (diversification criteria), and information on the form and type of data (data 
types).   

• Studies: Lists all studies currently archived in DeZIM.fdz. At present (January 
2026), the repository includes 10 studies archived at DeZIM.fdz, with additional 
studies to be added continuously.  Each study record provides detailed infor-
mation on research topics, subjects, citations, documentation, and access infor-
mation. 

• Data Files: Displays all available data files. Users can search for specific files and 
apply filters, including the option to view deprecated items.  

• Variables: Provides detailed metadata on variables contained in datasets, includ-
ing variable labels, response categories, associated questions, and summary sta-
tistics (available for the download-version). 

• Questions: Includes survey or interview questions from the archived studies, pre-
senting the full question wording, instructions, and links to the corresponding var-
iables. 

 
 

3. List of Studies 
Here you can see a list of all the studies included in DeZIM.fdz DataSearch. These studies 
are also depicted in the above main search box titled Studies.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Study-Page I 
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Click on a study title to open its detailed view. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The following information is available on the study-page:  

• Title   
• Abstract  
• Project Team 
• Responsible Institution 
• Citation 
• Access Rights  

 
 
4.1 Applying for Data Access  
 
Clicking the Application Form button enables you to request access to the dataset. 
While DeZIM.fdz DataSearch supports the discovery of data through comprehensive 
metadata, the application process is required to obtain the data for actual use. By select-
ing Application Form, you will be directed to the following page:  
 

4.1 

4.2 
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To obtain access to datasets, you must log in and provide information on your research 
purpose and institutional affiliation.  
 
 
 
4.2 Study-Page II  
 
Back to the study-page, additional information can be accessed by clicking on the fol-
lowing five icons: 
 

 
 

From left to right, this allows you to see: 
• General overview of the study 
• If this study appears within some others 
• Information about the study (such as Agency, Identifier, Version, DDI URN, Last 

Updated, Storage Format, Tags, DOI) 
• History of changes 
• Files available for download 

 
 
Going back to the study-page and scrolling down, the following section is depicted:  
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The following information is shown in this part of the study-page:  

• Questionnaire & Documentation 
• Coverage: Information on the subjects and keywords of the study 
• Funding: List of organisations that funded the study 
• Data:  Form and type of data used in the study 
• Data Files 

o Download: Datasets available for download are subject to a higher de-
gree of anonymization than those accessed remotely.  

o Remote: Datasets provided via remote access are subject to a lower 
degree of data reduction and anonymization compared to datasets 
available for download.  
→ Please note that these are two different dataset-versions!  

 
 

5. Questionnaire & Documentation  
 
Clicking on the section of the study-page titled Questionnaire & Documentation, you 
can find the data documentation-files related to the respective study. Clicking on the zip-
File redirects you to the following page to download the files: 
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5.1 File Download  
 
You can download the data documentation folder by clicking on File Download:  
 

 
 
The downloaded folder includes the following documents: 

• A codebook 
• A methodological report 
• A questionnaire 

 
 

6. Data Files 
 
In the section of the study-page titled Data Files, you can find available datafiles for this 
study. Note that, for data protection reasons, the remote version does not include sum-
mary statistics. In addition, the remote and download datasets represent two distinct 
versions of the data.  
 
After selecting the desired version of the dataset, you will be redirected to the corre-
sponding Data File page:  

 
 

5.1 
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The information on this page includes:  
• Case quantity 
• Variables 
• Dates of Data Collection 
• Geographic Coverage 
• Universe 
• Sampling Procedure 
• Temporal Research Design 
• Analysis Unit 
• Mode of Data Collection 
• Data Collector 
• Analysis System(s) 
• Data Type 
• DOI 
• List of all variables from the chosen dataset with their names and labels 

 
 

7. Variable detail page 
 
Click on a variable to get a more detailed overview, including the variable description, 
representation, questions and lineage.  
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If you would like to provide feedback and help improve the DeZIM.fdz DataSearch web-
site, please use the Feedback button in the top right corner!  
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